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Why does registering property matter?

Real estate typically
accounts for 50-75% of
national wealth

• In developing economies, only 30% of land is subject to a form of
land registration
• Just 10% of land in Sub-Saharan Africa is registered

• Real estate holders will not risk investing on the property
Unregistered property
is dead capital

• Lenders will not risk lending
• Government loses out on tax income
• Secure property rights lead to increased investment

Registered property
enables increased
financing and growth

• Greater credit potential and less costly to obtain finance
• Government: revenue increases & greater planning capacity
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What does the Registering property indicator continue to measure?

Efficiency of land administration systems:
The transfer of a commercial warehouse between two
domestic companies
What are the time, cost and procedures required to
transfer property between two local companies?
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How was the indicator
constructed in 2015?

Efficiency: which procedures of a property transfer are measured?

Conducting due diligence
(title search, encumbrance checking,
cadastral map)

Signing of sales and
purchase agreement

Payment of stamp duty,
transfer tax, and/or
registration tax

Registration at the
land/property registry
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All procedures (law and practice)
• Starting point: Seller decides to sell and has found the
buyer, price already defined
• End point: All procedures completed so that the buyer
can use the property, resell it, or use it as collateral.
Transaction opposable to third parties

Assumptions
• About the transfer:
• Transfer of existing title of land and building – i.e. not
initial registration
• In the economy’s largest business city (periurban area,
within city limits)
• About the buyer and seller:
• 100% domestic limited liability SMEs
• The seller has owned the warehouse for 10 years
• About the property:
• Fixed property value (50xGNI per capita)
• Property is registered in the land registry/cadastre and
is free of title disputes/mortgages

How is the updated indicator constructed?

efficiency

quality

New
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Why does the Quality of Land Administration Matter?
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NEW Quality of land administration index: what is measured?

•

Data on reliability assess whether the land registry and mapping
system (cadastre) have adequate infrastructure to guarantee high
standards and reduce the risk of errors. Reliable land administration
systems can provide up-to-date information that is sufficient to make
meaningful inferences on ownership.

•

Data on transparency record whether the land administration
system makes land-related information publicly available. This can
inform the public about transaction possibilities and foster the development of
a unified and more efficient land market.

•

Data on coverage assess the extent to which the land registry and
mapping system (cadastre) provide complete geographic coverage of
privately held land parcels. To be accessible to third parties, and thus
enforceable to anyone, all transactions need to be verified and publicly
authenticated at the registry.

•

Data on dispute resolution measure the accessibility of conflict
resolution mechanisms and the extent of liability for entities or agents
recording land transactions. Unclear responsibilities in land transactions
lead to more land disputes, diverting land from productive uses. Clear
responsibilities can help keep the number of unresolved disputes low.

•

Data measuring whether married or unmarried women have equal
access to property rights. Equal access to property rights can help to
increase the competitiveness of an economy, or increase its labor force.

Reliability (0-8 points)

Transparency (0-6 points)

Coverage (0-8 points)

Dispute Resolution (0-8 points)

Equal Access (-2 – 0 points)
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Where is Registering property easiest in 2016/17?
•Top performers in registering property
1. New Zealand

Global Good Practices

2. Rwanda

 Computerized registries;

3. Lithuania

 Making information and
procedures available online;

4. Georgia
5. Belarus
6. Estonia
7. Slovak Republic
8. Kyrgyz Republic
9. Sweden
10. United Arab Emirates
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 Offering expedited procedures;
 Low transaction costs;
 Setting fixed transfer fees;
 Setting effective time limits.

Good practices in the last 10 years
•

24 economies introduced time limits. In most economies, time limits therefore supported
broader changes. Ten economies—including the Russian Federation, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Burundi, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Israel, Italy, Mauritius, Ukraine, and
Poland— introduced time limits while at the same time streamlining procedures through
computerization and reorganization.

•

60 economies lowered transfer taxes and other government fees. 32 of them are in SubSaharan Africa, where costs have been the highest.

•

59 economies streamlined procedures and linked or improved agencies’ systems to
simplify property registration. These measures reduced interactions between
entrepreneurs and agencies —saving between 1 and 2 procedures on average— while
maintaining security and controls. In 2010/17, Eastern Europe and Central Asia, exhibited
29 such property reforms.

•

56 economies as diverse as Mauritius, Netherlands, Sierra Leone, Portugal, Samoa and
Swaziland computerized their registries.

•

The quality of land administration improved substantially in 32 economies since 2015. In
2017, the majority of reforms were introduced to improve the reliability of the infrastructure
and the transparency of land administration systems.
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